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subject to yearly inundation, and the richest lands are found here.
The Ngazun township is dry and undulating, while to the south of Ava
the country consists chiefly of level black cotton soil.

Various distinct kinds of cultivation are carried on, Wet-season rice
is grown on land falling into two separate categories : namely, land
submerged by the annual rise of the river (ye-win-le), and land beyond
the reach of inundation (mogaung-le}. In July and August nurseries
are sown on the higher lands in the inundated tract, and when the
river begins to fall after the highest rise the planting of the seedlings
is taken in hand. In uninundated land nurseries are sown from the
end of June through July, and are planted out in August and Septem-
ber. The crops begin to ripen in November, and the harvest continues
till after Christmas. Dry-season (mayiti) rice is grown wherever suffi-
cient water remains in the hollows along the river bank when the
floods have subsided. Nurseries are sown in December, planting out
begins in January, and the crop is ready for reaping towards the end
of April. ' Dry3 or ya cultivation is practised on the poorer kinds of
uninundated land, and is mainly composed of three chief crops : sesa-
mum, millet, and cotton. Early sesamum, a somewhat precarious
crop, is grown but little. Late sesamum, on the other hand, is the
most largely cultivated of all staples in the District, though the plant
is delicate and is apt to suffer from lengthy drought towards the end of
September and during October. Millet (Jowar), sown towards the
end of July and throughout August, is ready for cutting by the end of
January and till near the end of February. It is cultivated almost as
much for the sake of its stalk, which affords excellent fodder for cattle,
as for its grain, which is used for human conbumption only in the
poorest parts of the District. Cotton is sown after the early rains in
May, and picking begins in October. Wheat, always of the bearded
variety, is an important crop. It is grown in sane, the level rich black
soil of the Sagaing and Tada-u townships, in November, and ripens
about the beginning of March. The sane soil is suitable also for oats,
linseed, gram, and other staples.

Various miscellaneous crops are grown on alluvial and inundated
land, and are classified together under the head of kaing cultivation.
These are very numerous, the commonest being pulse of various kinds,
such as gram, pegya> sadawpe, peselon, and matpe. The kaing lands
are ploughed up before the river rises, so that the moisture may
penetrate as deep as possible. When the water falls and they are
sufficiently dry again they are usually harrowed, and sowing commences
in October. The harvest is gathered in March. Onions, tobacco,
maize, chillies, sweet potatoes, and indigo are grown on these lands,
but the areas under these crops are small.

The total area under  cultivation  was  372 square miles in 1891,